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nightflights:
the need for a balanced approach
“The speed of delivery that air freight can offer is an increasingly important factor for
many modern businesses, especially where just-in-time practices and high value
commodities are concerned…specialist express carriers could account for over 50 per
cent of the air freight market by 2030. The ability to meet the world-wide rapid delivery
and logistics requirements of modern businesses is an important factor in assuring the
future competitiveness of both the UK and regional economies.”
Government Aviation White Paper, 2003
Practically every organisation relies on fast and efficient transportation of goods,
components and documents in order to ensure their commercial competitiveness and
success.
The express industry specialises in time-definite, reliable transportation services for
documents, parcels and freight. It has allowed British business to rely on predictable,
expeditious delivery of supplies, thereby
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Striking a balance
AICES members accept that aircraft operating at night may be perceived by
communities close to airports as a disturbance and nuisance. The express courier
industry takes this issue of noise extremely seriously. AICES members have taken
numerous voluntary initiatives to reduce the impact of night operations as much as
possible. These include, investment in new aircraft; the adaptation of operational and

aices

briefing
paper

flight procedures to minimise noise impact and, wherever possible, diverting the transport
of shipments from air to road.
As the Government recognised in its aviation white paper, the demand for express
industry services is growing. A balanced approach must therefore be struck between
providing businesses with vital modern transportation and logistics and the needs of the
communities living nearby airports.
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The "balanced approach", if effectively implemented by Member States, should provide
legal certainty to the express industry whilst at the same time ensure a reduction in the
number of people affected by noise.
AICES supports and advocates sensible noise regulation, but believes that such
regulation is best achieved within an international framework. AICES is of the opinion
that ICAO is the most appropriate organisation responsible for managing the
environmental effects of the global aviation system.
The demand for express delivery services is growing. We are proud of our contribution to
the UK economy – local and national – and the efforts we have made to adapt our
operations to address environmental concerns. We look forward to working with decision
makers at all levels to ensure we are able to do so in the future.

